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Bill would Kill

conversion fee

Legislation would cut funding
for state ag easements program

By Danielle Endvick

Regional Editor

A bill being introduced
this week in the Wisconsin
Legislature could eliminate
the conversion fee required
‘ _ torezone

| land out of
a farmland
preserva-
tion district.

Rep.

Andre
Jacque,
R-Belle-
vue, and
Sen. Dale
Schultz,
R-Richland
| Center, cir-
M| culated the
| proposal
| last week
| with hopes
it will
reach the
£OVernor's
desk this
session.
The proposal, LRB
1135/2, which was expected
to be assigned a bill number
this week, is similar to bills
introduced last year that
sought to delay fee provi-
sions or repeal the conver-
sion fee altogether.
_ The Working Lands Ini-
tiative charges a per-acre

ISchuhz

conversion fee when land is

- rezoned from agricultural
- use to residential or com-

mercial use. The conversion
fee varies regionally and is
calculated by multiplying
the number of acres rezoned
by three times the per acre
value of the highest value of
cropland in the city, village
or town in which the land is
located.

Conversion fees fund the
Purchase of Agricultural
Conservation Easements
program, through which
DATCP, in conjunction with.
local governments and non-
profit organizations, buys
agricultural conservation
easements from landown-
ers. Through the program,
DATCP pays up to 50 per-
cent of the cost of the ease-
ment and may pay all or a

portion of related transac-

tion fees.

PACE would bc discon-
tinued if the bill becomes
law, Jacque said.

Jacque, who represents
the 2nd Assembly District,
said many of his constitu-
ents have complained about
the conversion fee, say-
ing it’s detrimental to their

property values and plans.

' See FEE, Page 2A

- frost at a Waushara County farm.
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Cold snack

The morning sun.recently lit up a cluster of sunflowers that were dusted







